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BUSINESS MEETING 

Tuesday, November 16, 1976 

House of Representatives, 

Select Committee on Assassinations, 
Washington, D. C. 

The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 10:17 a.m. , in 
Room 2128, Rayburn House Office Building, the Honorable 
Thomas N. Downing (Chairman) presiding. 

Present: Representatives Downing (presiding), Devine, 

Gonzalez, McKinney, Preyer , Thone , Stokes, Anderson, Fauntroy, 
Burke, Dodd and Ford. 

Also present: Richard A. Sprague, Chief Counsel and 

Director; Robert C. Ozer, Staff Counsel; Kenneth Brooten, 
Counsel; Donovan L. Gay, Chief Researcher; Richard Feeney and 
Rebecca Martin, Committee Staff. 
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Chairman Downing. The committee will come to order. 
Gentlemen, this morning v/e will resume yesterday's hearing, 
and I would entertain a motion for a closed hearing. 

Now I know that there are pros and cons to this, but we 
are in the initial stages of our investigation, and I sin- 
cerely believe that for these first hearings it should be in 
closed session. 

What you are going to see today is not sensitive, but we 
have no way of knowing whether the commii-tee members will 
ask a question which would require a sensitive answer. Yester- 
day, a typical example, I think, was the question of the 
babushka woman. The witness testified that she was alive and 
fearful of her life. I expected some Member to ask if the 
witness knew where she was and where she could be located. 

Had that question been asked in open session, I think it could 
have jeopardized her security. You could have asked it be- 
cause we were in closed session, but had it been open, ana the 
witness responded, if he would respond to that question, the 
press would have interviewed her long before we would have 
the opportunity to do so. 

But that is just one example. Mr. Dodd asked yesterday 
if Mr. Sprague and I would get together and see if we could 
come up with some parameters which would provide for open 
sessions. Mr. Sprague and I did discuss it at some length 
yesterday, and it is awfully difficult to derine tne 
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requirements that would permit open and closed sessions, but 
generally we came to this conclusion: that where there are 
sensitive matters to be discussed, or matters which may be 
sensitive, that to be on the safe side we should go into closed 
hearings; that where obviously no sensitivity is involved, 
that the session would be open; that periodically we would have 
an open session to discuss those items that could be discussed 
j concerning the matters which came before the committee hear- 



ings 



I think that that is a fair assessment of it, and I will 



yield to Mr. Sprague now for whatever comments he may have. 

Mr. Sprague. Mr. Chairman, maybe the hour was late yester- 
day, and I was tired. When a question had been asked of me by 
a member of the committee with regard to a cercain presenta- 
tion that had occurred, asking why could that not have been 
presented in a nonexecutive session, I really, I think, railed 
to point out, and I do so this morning, that certain matters 
that were pointed out to the committee in the very films that 
were seen involved in one instance a particular witness, in 
another instance a certain negative which is not yet m tne 
possession of this committee, and had it been in a public 
forum there would obviously have been, by good able people from 
the news media, attempts on their part to develop those very 
'areas. There would have been attempts undoubtedly .to contact: 
the particular witness, and there could well be, properly on 
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the news media part, attempts to obtain that particular nega- 
tive for purposes, I am sure — this committee hasn't seen it 
or they would be well aware — would be a very instructive 
purpose, and that would interfere with the investigation. 

There was a statement made with regard to another particu- 
lar photograph and the person’s opinions with regard to what hadj 
been done to that photograph, which, as of this moment, we do 
not yet have in our possession, and, again, had that been pre- 
sented in a public forum yesterday, there would obviously been 
attempts by others to attain that very material for purposes 
of the analysis that frankly is required by us. And it would 
be interfering, in my opinion, with the ability to go and 
do a thorough investigation. 

That is not to say, Mr. Chairman, that when we have been 
in a position of examining, authenticating, having expert 
testimony or whatever on any particular aspect of the case it 
might not then be in the public interest to have a hearing 
in which that is then presented, but that would be as we go down 
the road, as opposed to the threshold, and I felt I should also 
bring that to the committee’s attention. 

Chairman Downing . Mr. Preyer. 

Mr. Preyer. Mr. Chairman, we are embarked on a long pull 
here, and at the outset, where we don't know Mr. Sprague too 
well yet, and he doesn't know us, it seems to me we should 
respect his judgment about this, and I don't see any reason 




( 



\ 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 



not to proceed with what might be excessive caution at this 
stage, where we are discussing the lines of inquiry, mention- 
ing witnesses' names and reviewing some evidence which is, I 
gather, unevaluated evidence, which the Director says he has 
formed no opinion about, the committee has formed no opinion 
about; so it is simply raw evidence. 

Someone on the committee may be like me and have come to 
this new and am not sure which evidence is in the public domain, 
which is hot news, which witnesses have had two or three booxs 
written about them, and which are red-hot new names, so I think 
our comments could be misleading on them. 

Since it is unevaluated evidence, I don't see that there 
is a great deal of news value in it; it doesn't represent the 
work product of the committee in any sense an this stage, where 
there is some risk of harm, and the Director has given us an 
example, and very little public benefit involved in it right 
now; I think we should respect Mr. Sprague’s judgment on it 
and proceed with these preliminary lines of inquiry, mentioning 
of witnesses' names, in Executive Session, and ir it is appro- 
priate at this time, I would move that we go into Executive 

Session. 

Chairman Downing. Is there a second? 

Mr. Devine. I second. 

Chairman Downing. Is there further discussion? 
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Mr. Dodd? 





Mr- Dodd. Mr. Chairman, I appreciate your efforts, and 
Mr. Sprague's efforts to come up with some sort of criteria 
by which we could function in determining whether or not we 
should go into closed session. I feel that there is a very 
legitimate point in being very mindful and careful of reveal- 
ing the names of witnesses or getting into sensitive areas 
of evidence which may be hot news, but I also feel very, very 
strongly that we are a public body here, than there is a 
difference in our functions as a Congressional committee, 
and our important mission I think we have, in addition to try 
ing to arrive at the truth behind both of these assassinations 
is also to conduct a public open forum. 



This issue has been gnawing at the conscience of the 
American public thirteen years in the case of President 
Kennedy and eight years in the case of Martin Luther King. 

I feel what we should be doing is conducting open public ses- 
sions, reserving those areas which are sensitive for closec 
sessions. This has been done in the past with other Congres- 
sional committees who also have been involved in highly sensi 
tive, volatile issues. And I think we might use those com- 
mittees and their practice as a model for us in this particu- 
lar situation, and, therefore, I would strongly urge the com- 
mittee this morning to go into open session. 



We are all Members of Congress and have been- involved 



in dealing with sensitive material one 



time or another, and I 
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think we are capable of recognizing how mindful we all must be 
as individuals in revealing the names of potential witnesses 
or material which could jeopardize our investigation. 

I certainly respect Mr. Sprague's position. He wants to 
see a professional job done in this particular investigation, 
but I think we must be very, very mindful of our obligations to 
the public in this matter. And I really feel we will be doing 
ourselves a favor by conducting an open public session, and 
reserving those matters which should be conducted in executive, 
private sessions until the end of the day or beginning of the 
day, but setting up some format, and, therefore, I would re- 
gretfully have to oppose an effort to close this session. 

Chairman Downing. Mr. McKinney. 

Mr. McKinney. Mr. Chairman, I have never voted for closed 
sessions, but I honestly feel at the beginning here — last 
night, I made a list of questions, and we are a public body, 
and I would like to ask Mr. Sprague those questions, and they 
could be interpreted by anyone. They are dangerous questions, 
asking about people's reputations, asking things about public 
officials, and they could be interpreted at the very beginning 
as we try to find the ground rules here, I think, as almost 
libelous by basic inference when I ask Mr. Sprague a question, 
which I intend to in closed session; I am going to be implicat- 



ing something is rotten somewhere, and I don't know if this is 
true or not. I think at the beginning we are going to be 



wandering through some parameters; there are questions lots of 
us have, particularly in the Martin Luther King issue, which 
is in front of us today. 

• • ! 

I have great questions about some of the personalities 
involved and their attitude, for instance, about Ray, and I 
don’t really feel I can ask those questions in public, and yet 
I feel I have to ask them at the time, and I think when we are 
searching for a beginning here, I would agree with Chris on 
setting up a permanent format as we go on, having closed ques- 
tion periods, but at the beginning, when I feel I am in the 
middle of a swamp and I have to ask seme crazy questions and I 
think we should be in closed session, and, merej-ore, for one 
of the first times in six years here, I will vote for it. 

Chairman Downing. Is there further discussion? 

Mr. Fauntroy? 

Mr. Fauntroy. Mr. Chairman, I simply want to remind 
members that we are embarking upon an investigation such <=.s, 
to my knowledge, the Congress has never undertaken. We are 
investigating two murders, and for that reason, in my view, 
the standards and procedures that apply to the investigation of 
murders ought to at least guide our conduct of our investiga- 
tion, and I see no reason why, in the main, rules that apply 
to Grand Jury proceedings might not be useful to look at in 
arriving at ultimately how we are going to proceed. 

I just want to remind the members that I know certain 
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people want desperately to know the conclusions that hopefully 
this committee will ultimately reach and will want to know the 
basis for those conclusions. Unfortunately, we cannot provide 
that now, and if we conduct the investigation in the fashion 
that we lose potential evidence, frighten potential witnesses, 
it is going to hamper our efforts to do what I think the 
American people want us to do, and that is to do a thorough 
investigation . 

I cannot express enough the difference between this inves- 
tigation and other investigations having dealt with sensitive 
material. We are not, as in the case of a recent committee of 
the House, looking into whether documents were leaked. We are 
looking into two murders, where evidence and witnesses can be 
denied us if we are not judicious in our conduct of the inves- 
tigation, 

Mr. Dodd. Will the gentleman yield? 

Mr. Fauntroy. Yes. 

Mr. Dodd. I would agree that certainly when we are 
talking about sensitive data, sensitive material, subpoenas, 
lists of witnesses, any material at all which cculd jeopardize 
the effectiveness or efficacy of this committee, I agree with 
my colleague that we should be in private executive session, 
but by the Chairman's own statement this morning, this is not 
sensitive material we will be hearing. 

Granted there are questions. As my colleague from 
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Connecticut, Mr- McKinney, pointed out, he has sensitive ques- 
tions he would like to ask. Certainly I would hope he would 
ask them in Executive Session, but I see no reason why at the 
outset we cannot begin to conduct a public meeting here when 
we are going to be looking or viewing film or slides which are 
not sensitive, and then after the conclusion of that, if we 
decide we need to go into Executive Session to discuss per- 
sonnel, list of witnesses, or any other sensitive data or. 
material, I would strongly support an Executive Session. 

But I think our emphasis and thrust should be for open- 
ness and then when it is necessary, to close, but the presump- 
tion should not be for closed session. 

Chairman Downing. Mr. Stokes. 

Mr. Stokes. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 

Yesterday, as you know, I raised certain questions to 
both you and Mr. Sprague with reference to this whole issue. 

My concern would be along the lines expressed by Mr. Dodd. 

Firstly, let us make no mistake about it; I have to differ 
with my distinguished colleague, Mr. Fauntroy, here. Proceed- 
ings of Grand Juries have a basic and disuorted reason in 
American law, and they are by statute shrouded in secrecy for 
that reason, because there you are dealing with evidence wnich 
will ultimately result in an indictment. This body would not 
have any authority whatever to hand down the type of indictment. 

Nor are we to proceed simply as a jury, where we merely 
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sit silently and have lawyers present evidence to us, and then 
we go up in a room and come down with a verdict. 

We are a public body, constituted for the very reason 
that we are in the United States Congress, and the Congress 
is investigating because of the great interest the American 
people have in this subject, and, therefore, it seems to me you 
have to proceed in a way where the public is given the benefit 
of everything they are entitled to know while at the same time 
protecting the interest of any individuals who are involved. 

Now all of us have been through this. Mr. Preyer and I 
served on the House Un-American A.ctivities Commiti.ee. X don t 
know of any committee in the Congress tnat dealt with more 
sensitive matters, but we had Executive Sessions when need 
be to protect witnesses, and when anything was in the public 
interest, we had open and public hearings. The Appropriations 
Committee of the House certainly deals with the national 
security as it relates to the United States Government, and 
they have Executive Sessions when necessary to protect t-he 
interests of the United States Government, and the rest of the 
time those hearings are open to the American public. 

So I guess what I am trying to say here is that in light 
of the public interest and deaths of both of these two great 
men, that we have to proceed extremely cautiously with 
reference to these Executive Sessions, and it just seems to me 
we should have little more definitive guidelines with reference 
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to those sessions. 

Chairman Downing . Mr . Sprague . 

Mr. Sprague. Mr. Chairman, what has been said I certainly 
do not disagree with, except while on the one hand I do not 
think it is a Grand Jury proceeding, I do reiterate that there 
is a problem in presenting at the threshold just some material 
which has not been evaluated, which is going to be looked 
into, which the moment it is presented to this committee, if 
it is done publicly, really does impede the ai_Lempt uo inves Li- 
gate that because there is going to be one hundred other people 

I 

there before this committee gets there. 

Secondly, and this really responds or adds Lo what Mr. 
McKinney has said, the individual who is going to present some 
material this morning, in presenting it would be making certain 
commentaries to the committee that in my opinion he is not 
at liberty to present in a public forum at this time. It again 
arises because of his initial, cursory look in attaining some 
material for us. 

Now, all that I see that is going to happen in the presen- 
tation to this committee which is for the purpose of allowing 
this committee just to understand where we are and what it is we 
are proceeding to do and to be responsive to questions from this 
committee, is not going to be able to be done in a full, 
frank manner for the reason that it being in a public session 

impedes it. 
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When Mr. McKinney says he has questions to ask, there are 
questions that ought to be asked by each member of this com- 
mittee, but it ought to be done in a sensitive threshold so 
there can be a full exchange. W T e are not in a position to 
make those statements in a public manner at this point. 

Chairman Downing. Mr. Thone. 

Mr. Thone. I would then ask of Mr. Sprague, when do 
you feel we cross that magic threshold? 

Mr. Sprague. Mr. Chairman, Mr. Thone, as soon as we have 
an opportunity to look at it. To use as an example a uhing 
that came out yesterday about a particular photograph. The 
moment we have that photograph and we have it examined so that 
we have some basis of at least knowing something about it, 

I am all for it being presented then, having been evaluated, 
to the public forum. 

Mr. Thone. I don’t want to prolong this. My suggestion 
would be, Mr. Sprague, and I was tremendously impressed with 
your presentation yesterday in discussing your presentauion 
with other members of the committee; I think it was one of the 
finer ones we have had for a long time. You are obviously as 
good as your credentials show you to be. 

However, I feel very strongly along the lines of Mr. Dodd 
and Mr. Stokes and the others that for the future — and I hope 
we have crossed that threshold, as one Member, that we have 
crossed it already, or I think the committee is going to get 
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into some real unnecessary difficulty. I don't see this at 
all as a Grand Jury-type proceeding. I just do not. And I 
have been in many. 

We are a legislative investigative committee here, and 
you smile a little; I think you would quickly recognize me 
dramatic difference; but for the future — and I am going to 
vote against Judge Preyer's motion, and I have deep respect 
for the Judge’s position on this, and I would hope that you 
and your senior staff would work immediately after this one, 
because I guess the dye is cast here again, to work out the 
I suggestions that Mr. Dodd talked about, where we get a pro- 
cedure of where nonsensitive material can be and must be dis- 
closed to this committee in full open public session, and then 
if you have subpoenas you want by name, we can go into 
Executive Session and handle it that way, or I think we are 
going to have the same problem that has followed the Warren 
Commission Report and all these other investigations, whemer 
you call it, as this book does, "Cover-Up", or whatever, and 

I think that can all be avoided. 

I think we all agree with the statement that somebody 
made yesterday, that it is more efficient to do it this way, 
get it done quicker and more orderly and all that; however, X 
think in the long haul, it might be very shortsighted. 

Thank you. 

Chairman Downing. The motion has been made and seconded. 




Mrs. Burke. Mr. Chairman. 

Chairman Downing. Mrs. Burke. 

Mrs. Burke. I have one thing I would lixe to know that 
will influence my vote. 

Will we hear this morning previously unpublished state- 



ments? 



Mr. Sprague. Mr. Chairman, Mrs. Burke, rhe answer in terms 
of what you will see is not that which has been previously 
unpublished, unpresented. The commentaries tnat you would 
hear would have been previously unpublished and that, as a 
matter of fact, is really my point even about the film yester- 
day. If there was merely the presentation or rhat i.ilm, I 
would have no problem with it. It is the commentary than 
! W ent with it to this committee, pointing out some things which 
I think this committee had to hear as we wen •_ e.long t’nau raises 
the problem and the reason why I say at the tnreshold, 
let us at least present things, as I say, we have not evaluated. 
If it was merely to be presented as a film, I have not the 
slightest problem, but it is the commentaries that go with it. 

Mrs. Burke. And I think that this should be emphasized. 

It is my opinion that the problem that we are facing is tms 
whole question of evaluated evidence, and I get the feeling that 
you believe and also that the Chairman believes that the 
very fact that this information is placed before the committee 
implies that it has been evaluated and determined, to be valid. 
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which my opinion and the opinion, I think, of some of the members 
of the committee, and I suspect the opinion of a large per- 
centage of the public, is that there is no veracity that is 
assumed by the very fact that someone comes oeiore a committee, 
but that we are attempting to evaluate and that in evaluating , 
is necessary for us to hear many theories, many commentaries, 
many positions, and there is no assumption from fne very fact 
that a commentary is made that you have determined that that 

commentary has arrived at some conclusion. 

Chairman Downing, The motion has been made and seconded 
that the committee go into Executive Session. All those in 
favor of the motion, signify by saying aye. 

Opposed, no. 

The ayes have it, 

Mr, Dodd. Mr. Chairman, I request a roll call. 

Chairman Downing. A roll call has been requested. The 

Clerk will call the roll. 

Mr. Martin. Mr. Downing? 

Chairman Downing . Aye . 

Mr. Martin. Mr. Devine? 

Mr. Devine. Aye. 

Mr. Martin. Mr. Gonzalez? 

Mr. Gonzalez. Aye. 

Mr. Martin. Mr. McKinney? 

r 

Mr . McKinney . Aye . 
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Mr. Martin. Mr. Preyer? 

Mr. Preyer. Aye. 

Mr. Martin. Mr. Thone? 

Mr. Thone. No. 

Mr. Martin. Mr. Stokes? 

Mr. Stokes. No. 

Mr. Martin. Mr. Anderson? 

Mr. Anderson. No. 

Mr. Martin. Mr. Fauntroy? 

Mr. Fauntroy. Aye. 

Mr. Martin. Mrs. Burke? 

Mrs. Burke. No. 

Mr. Martin. Mr. Dodd? 

Mr . Dodd . No . 

Mr. Martin. Mr. Ford? 

Mr. Ford. No. 

Mr. Martin. Mr. Chairman, the vote is 6-6. 

Chairman Downing. The motion failed to carry. So the 
session will be open. 

All right, the first item on the agenda is the showing of 
the King slides. Mr. Ozer, will you identify yourself and 



Mr. Ozer. Yes, sir. My name is Robert C. Ozer. I am 
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Staff Counsel for the committee. 

Mrs. Burke. Mr. Chairman, anytime we arrive to the 



1 



2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 
S 
9 

10 
11 
12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 



point where it is sensitive, I know if someone made the morion, 
I would be more than willing to change my vote. 

Chairman Downing. The Chair will be alert to that 
because I happen to know Mr. Ozer could make a comment which I 
think would be sensitive, and I will ask for a closed session 



if that is asked. 

Mr. McKinney. Mr. Chairman, could I request arter this 

slide session we go into closed session? 

Chairman Downing. You may make the motion after the 

slides . 

Mr. Sprague. Along that line, Mr. Chairman, if something 
should be asked of Mr. Ozer, and I have already spoken to him, 
if I felt it might get into that area, may I have the right to 
bring it to the Chairman's attention? 

Chairman Downing. You may. 

Mr. Sprague. Thank you. 

Chairman Downing. Proceed, Mr. Ozer. 

Mr. Sprague. Mr. Chairman, I am sorry to delay the pro- 
ceeding. There has been an inquiry by the news media if 
they may take pictures of the presentation. 

Chairman Downing. I have no objection. Does anybody on 

the committee have objection? 

They may so long as it doesn't disrupt the hearing. 

All right, Mr. Ozer. 

Mr. Ozer. Mr. Chairman, the first slide is a photograph 
mockup that had been prepared of the area, the physical 
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setting of the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King. The 
back portion of it is presently hardly visible. It will be 
seen in the next slide. Every building that is in the present 
slide bears some considerable importance to an understanding 
of the questions that are raised at the outset of the investi- 
gation, and for that reason I would like to take a moment to 
explain to you the identification of these buildings and the 
relationship of them to some of the questions that are going 
to be raised- 

This that appears to be two buildings is, in fact, one. 
Together it constitutes the rooming house known as Bessie 
Brewer’s rooming house. The store I am pointing to would be 
the address 422-1/2 Main Street in Memphis and would be the 
entrance to the rooming house. In fact, there is another door 
by which a person can enter or exit, and that is the store 
that actually is placed in what is a sort of breezeway or alley- 
way between the buildings, but has an enclosed stairway up an 
enclosed passageway which goes between the buildings. 

Immediately to the right, as you are looking at the slides of 
the main doorway to the rooming house is the store front-type 
alcove which is Canipe Amusement Park, which is where , as we 
see later, a very important package full of evidence was found 
right in the doorway of this alcove. 

Yhis store front on the left of the entrance to the rooming 
house is a cleaner’s and continuing to the left of the other 
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doorway of the rooming house is Jim's Grill, a sort of luncheon 
affair . 

This front that I am pointing to now is not the front of 
the building, but is rather two billboards that are beside the 
building as is this front that I am pointing to to the rignt of 
it. Therefore, this entire area immediately next to Bessie 
Brewer's rooming house is open. It is a parking lot filled 
with debris, and rubble, but it is open and access to it is 
available from the street from anywhere. 

Now, proceeding to the right is a firehouse, and I am 
now pointing to what would be the driveway or apron to the fire- 
house doors. Immediately behind this entire row of buildings is 
actually a street, and you can see the curb way down here and 
across the street you reach the parking lot or the Lorraine 
Motel, and this, very vaguely pictured in the background, is 
the Lorraine; this balcony is the balcony upon which Dr. King 

was standing when he was shot . 

I would ask you to note that on the side of the buildings 

you can see the ground sloping away sharply, so the ground 
level at the front which continues to the rear of the building 
results in ground level from this block being very considerably 
higher than the ground level on the next block, where the 
Lorraine Motel is, the point being that a person standing on 
| 'the grounds of the parking lot, at the back of that parking 
lot, those standing on the ground would be at a height which you 
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■will see from later photographs is some distance higher than 
the head level of Dr. Martin Luther King as he was standing 
on the balcony across the street. 

This now is the entire mockup of the phorograph from the 
other side. You are looking at the back of the Lorraine Motel, 
and the balcony on which he was standing would be in the front, 
which you can’t see. The parking lot I was describing to you, 
you can’t see clearly. It is behind the billboards and extends 
up to the rooming house. This is the back of the firehouse. 
There are two back doors which will be mentioned. One is here, 
and the other there. The rooming house in which it is be- 
lieved James Earl Ray was staying and in which the State of 
Tennessee contends he fired the shot that killed Dr. Martin 
Luther King is these two buildings. It Is this window at the 
upper right corner here that is contended by the State to be the 
window from which the shot was fired. This third window on 
the side actually facing south is the window of the Room 5-B 
that was believed to have been occupied by James Earl Ray. 

You can see a little more clearly, and It will be more 
clear when actual photographs are put up, what I said about the 
ground level. The ground level has continued level to the 
point where you now have some distance of bushes and shrubs 
going to the wall. The wall, itself, is probably about ten feet 
high off the pavement, so a person standing on the ground 
behind this fence in these bushes would be probably somewhere 
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in the neighborhood of fifteen to eighteen feet off the ground 
level as it appears to the Lorraine Motel across the street. 

This is an actual photograph, of course, of the fronts of 
the buildings that I showed you in the first slide. This is 
the door, the main door to 422-1/2, Bessie Brewer's rooming 
house. This is Canipe’s, the alcove where the package was 
found t proceeding to the cleaners; this the other doorway which 
has the closed stairway going to the alleyway , and Jim’s Grill 
is off the screen to the left. This is how the mockup is 
constructed so it can be lifted to examine the configurations 

inside, which I am about to do now. 

The entranceway to 422-1/2, which I have shown you in the 

last several slides, would lead into this passageway. The 
steps come up to here, and it is this area h=.e that is sou.e 
what of a receiving area that the man believed to be James 
Earl Ray met Bessie Brewer. She would have come into this area 
to meet him and to discuss with him any room he was going to 
rent. This area in here would normally be filled with chairs, 
upon which there were always seated winos , derelicts. The 
area is a run-down area of town, and there seemed to be no kind 
of regulation as to who comes and goes and occupies this 
general area in here. 

The first room that the man believed to be James Earl Ray 
was shown was this room I am now pointing to. The window from 
the room would overlook this breezeway alleyway as in fact did 
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the room he rented over nere, although tm 

less obstructed view of the Lorraine Motel. 

In any event, neither room has a clear, direct vrev oi the 

Lorraine. You would only be able to see the Lorraine by lean- 
ing physically out the window and looking down this direction, 
the Lorraine being this way. In fact, there is no evidence that 
the man looked out the window of either room to inspect the 
view, but when shown this room declined to take it, saying only 
that it had a stove and refrigerator he did not need. 

He was then walked through this passageway to this hallway, 
into the little crossover of the alleyway, through this hallway 
down here to Room S-B, which is the room I am now pointing to, 

and accepted that room. 

Room 5-B, which he occupied, utilizes a bathroom at the 

end of the hall from which window there is a ,-e.y clear, 

, . - t nrraine Hotel, as you will see in rur- 

obstructed view of the Lorraine not--, 

ther slides. The room he initially had been shown would not 
normally use this bathroom. In fact, as I pointed out, ne 
would have to walk across two buildings to get to it. The 
bathroom that would be used by a person normally renting this 
room is in this little area X am now pointing to, which would 

overlook the parking lot and firehouse. 

This is merely focused in more clearly on the room rented 

by the man believed to be dames Earl Ray, the room I am pointing 

to, 5-B. He would merely come down this hallway to this 
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bathroom from which it is believed the shot was fired. iou 
will note there is a stairway next to the bathroom which leads 
to the back door. That doorway was boarded up, sealed closed. 

It would have been impossible to make a quick escape through 
there and, in fact, no escape was made through there. It never 
was broken open, and it is the official version that Jair.es 
Earl Ray escaped through the doorway coming down from the alley 

which I will explain to you as we proceed. 

This is a photograph looking down the hallway that I have 
just shown you. This would be Room 5-B and the room occupied 
by Ray, the assassin. You can actually see straight back to 
the bathroom from which it is believed the shot was fired. 

Of course, as I use the terms "it is believed" , I am referring 
to the official version of the assassination as promulgated by 

the Tennessee prosecutor’s office. 

The photograph we are now looking at is a police Phono- 
graph taken on the night of the homicide. The photographs up 
until now were taken some several months thereafter. 

But v/hen the police entered Room 5-B approximately uwo 
hours after Dr. King was shot, this is exactly what they saw. 
The dresser had been moved from the right side of the room, 
which you will see in the next photograph, against what is a 
connecting doorway, so it would have been impossible for any 
person to gratuitously or accidentally or casually walx mro 
the room from a connecting doorway. The chair had been pulled 




1 



( 



( 



169 



2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 



to the window; the screen had been removed. 

I have already discussed with you the location and view 
of that window. 

The other side of the room is pictured in this next 
slide also taken on the night of the killing. You will note 
that on the sofa there is a strap which vcu can see only with 
some considerable difficulty. This strap does fit a binocular 
case which was found in the package with the ritle, with Ray's 
fingerprints on it. The binoculars in the case also had Ray's 
fingerprints on it. 

A very important piece of evidence which l will discuss 
as we proceed is this pillow on the sofa. It is really this 
pillow on the sofa that constitutes the only evidence that the 
State has to demonstrate or tend to demonstrate that the 
package containing the items with James Earl Ray's fingerprints 
vas ever in this room. In fact, Bessie Brewer did not make 
what would be considered a clear identification. I am not sure 
there was any identification at all of James Earl Ray as the 
man who rented the room. The only other eye witness I would 
discuss with you as we get to him, is generally recognized to 
have some severe problems with his credibility, but >_ne r BI 
laboratory from examination of this pillow found fibers which 
they describe as consistent with fibers on the bedspread that 
wrapped up the package that contained the rifle, binoculars and 
other items and fiber further consistent with the bedspread 
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found in James Earl Ray’s car when it was located at the place 
and circumstance that we will discuss as we get to it. 

So it was that particular exchange of scientific circum- 
stantial evidence that tends to prove that the bedspread that 
contained the rifle and binoculars that have Ray's finger- 
prints on them were ever in that room. 

The picture you are now looking at is a picture of 
exactly where a person would have to stand to fire a rifle from 
the window where it is believed the murder shot was fired. 

The person would have to stand in the batntub , as tne figure in 
the photograph is standing, and the rifle would have to point 
out that window. You will note that there is a space between 
the window frame and what appears to be a winc.owsill. That 
space is where the inside windowsill was. rne windowsill was 
removed within either the same day or following day of the 
homicide, because it had been observed to have a gouge on it 
which the police felt looked like a fresh gouge. The FBI 
laboratory reports that a microscopic examination of that 
gouge is consistent with microscopic characteristics of the 
rifle that was found. That, of course, does not eliminate 
any number of other items that would also be consistent with 
such indentations, but the windowsill was removed. 

I would call to your attention that there is an outer 
windowsill which sticks up and which you can see sticking up, 
and a question is raised whether a rifle being rested on the 
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inside windowsill which has been removed could be fired down- 
ward because of the outer windowsill which is higher, and it 
would, in fact, have to be fired downward to shoot Martin 
Luther King where he was standing. 

The photograph you are now viewing is the view from that 
window . The spot I am now pointing to is the spot where 

Martin Luther King was standing when shot. This dark spot on 
the door is a wreath that has been placed there by the motel, 
and that is the doorway that he came out of. He walked just 
! slightly over here to lean over the railing and speak to some 
people down on the ground when he was shot. 
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This glass enclosure with the aluminum uprights was 
erected subsequent to the homicide for the purpose of preserving 
the area as a shrine. That structure, of course, would not 
have been there on the evening of the homicide. 

This picture is looking the other way standing exactly 
where Martin Luther King was standing when he was shot. You 
can see the rather unobstructed view of the bathroom window 
from which it was believed the shot was frred. You can also 
see somewhat more clearly what I was describing to you about 
the ground level , 

This wall is about 10 feet high as I have said. You have 
what would be another 5 to 8 feet of gradually ascending 
ground with trees and bushes so that a person standing in the 
bushes on the other side of the street would in fact be higher 
than the head level of Dr . Martin Luther King . 

When questions are raised as they have been of the 
possibility that the shot was fired from bushes across the 
street/that does not necessarily mean that a shot fired rrom 
the bushes would have to come up instead of down because as a 
matter of fact the shot that killed Dr. King did come from an 
upwardly direction, but it cannot be ascertained precisely what 

upward direction. 

They said it could be a man in a helicopter, from the tree 
.or from the ground. The angle of the shot would depend on 
very, very precise knowledge of exactly the position of 
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Dr. King's body when he was hit and there is just no way, no 
eye witnesses that are able to give that precise a description 
of that very split second. 

This is a photograph of the damage that was done by a 
fatal bullet. You xvlll see from seme further slides that the 
entry point can be precisely identified as the point I am 
directing to. The bullet went in a downwardly direction. You 
will actually see from the photograph where the bullet came to 
rest just under the skin of Dr, King's left shoulder blade. 

The very severe damage to the left side of the fact was 
caused by the . explosion of bone as the bullet hit the jawbone. 
The damage to the throat area is believed by the medical 
examiner to have been caused by the emergency measures at the 
hospital that were made to try to save Dr. King’s life, although 
it is the opinion of the physicians even though they conducted 
those measures that he was dead on arrival at the hospital 
because part of the injuries included complete severance of 
the spinal cord and severance of the jugular vein. 

But certain life signs were noted, but it is the opinion 
of the physicians that those were reflexive, 

A further photograph of the wound point of entry being 
right here. That would be reconstructed. 

This is another photograph of it. You can see from this 
photograph how it is possible to ascertain the precise point 
of entry. This, of course, is Dr. King's mouth and mustache 
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from the point of reference for you. When the skin is held 
back together you can see a very neat round hole with just a 
little tearing at the side which enaoles the pathologist uo 
determine exactly where the bullet entered, right at i_ne area 
I am pointing to. 

From this photograph you can actually see the bullet as 
it came to rest. This that appears to be a pimple is actually 
the bullet just under the skin of the left shoulder blade. 

That gives you, X think, a very clear idea oj. the type of angle 
and path that the bullet took in Dr. King’s body. 

This is another photograph in color and you can see much 
more clearly the outline of the bullet where j-l came lo rinally 

rest . 

This is a diagram which was part of the police report 
trying to give in more analytical terms the location or the 
bullet, both where it came to rest and where it ended. 

Back to the front of the buildings. It is the tneory of 
the State of Tennessee that James Earl Ray exrted by the door 
that goes between the alleyway. That theory is based in part 
upon the eye witness testimony of a man named Charles Quitman 
Stephens who is the only witness who purports to identify James 

Earl Ray. 

The statements indicate that Stephens said he saw Ray s 
profile as he left the bathroom and saw him go down the steps 
to Main Street, You have noted from the diagrams you have seei 
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before that Ray would have had to come through a hallway through 
here, through another doorway and through this passageway and 
down . I am not clear that Stephens purports to have seen him 
all that way. 

It has been established that Stephens was an alcoholic. 

A taxi driver, several hours before the homicide, was called to 
drive Stephens to a liquor store, but did not drive him because 
he felt he was too drunk to stand up. That is the only eye 
witness who is purported to have seen James Earl Ray at the 
location. 

Here you can see the passageway through which he would have 
had to enter and come down . 

This photograph is the actual structure that has been seen 
in the two mock '-ups. This doorway is the doorway that is 
believed that James Earl Ray exited. 

In this photograph you are now looking north on Mam 
Street, The doorway that we saw in the last three photographs 
is right under this little awning. It was taken at this angle 
because the car believed to be driven by James Earl Ray is 
placed by witnesses as parked at either this entrance or the one 
in front of the picture. 

So standing at the one the police believed the car was 
parked, this would depict the route that Ray would have had to 
walk from the doorway where he came out to the car wnere it was 
parked. 




We are now looking the other way, standing not quite back 
at that doorway but almost at it and looking in t_he direction 
that Ray would have been walking to get to his car which 
xrould have been parked either where this Chevrolet is parked 
or in a space in front of that. 

We now arrive at what is set forth by the State of 
Tennessee as their theory of how the package came to be left 
in front of Canipe*s. You can see an area of really dug up 
ground down along this line X am pointing out. Right above 
that is a strip of concrete barely visible which is the driveway 
to the firehouse, the firehouse sat back slignti.y from une line 

of Bessie Brewer’s rooming house. 

Now Dr. King * s visit to Memphis was in the context of 
a sanitation worker’s strike. There were a lot of demonstrations 
and a lot of police on the scene. The firehouse had been set 
up as a location for the rest breaks of the police. They would 
go to get coffee there and use the restrooms . Two TAC patrol 
cars, multi-officer patrol cars had pulled into the firehouse. 

One had turned around but was empty in this crrveway. 

At the time, this earth which had just been dug up there 
was a fairly high hedge going from back to the firehouse all the 
way across this area up to about here. The State of Tennessee 
would prove that at the time of the homicide and for some penoc 
thereafter this patrol car was parked in such a position that a 
person walking, as they believed Ray was, up the pavement 
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toward where his Mustang was parked would have seen protruding 
past the hedge the front of a marked police car and would have 
seen the dome light protruding above the hedge, 

It is their theory that Ray, intending fully to take all 
the evidence with him wrapped in the green bedspread, when he 
saw the patrol car he could not ascertain whether anybody was 
in it or not and he simply stepped into the doorway and dropped 
the items containing his fingerprints and got into the car and 
sped away. 

The next photograph has been moved rnto the street so you 
can got a better idea. This would not have been on tne 
pavement where Ray or anybody else would have been walking, but 
you can see the area where the hedges would have been dug up 
and what I was describing about the configuration and the 
driveway. 

This photograph was taken on the night or tne homicide. 
That is the package that was dropped in the alcove. The 
police represent that the package has not been disturbed or 
moved in any way at the point this photograpn was taken. 

Mr. Canipe and at least one other witness inside the store 
claimed they heard a thud outside the door. ihey went to the 
door where they saw this package lying on the ground. They 
then saw the back of one white male walking slightly away from 
the doorway toward a white Mustang which was parked in the 
area that I have identified for you. They saw the man get into 
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the Mustang and drive northwardly onto Main Street at a high 
rate of speed. 

There are very considerable questions that have been 
raised of the precise timing at which this package was dropped. 
Mr. Canipe does not make reference to the timing of that thud 
and finding the package and any rifle shot that might have been 
heard. He fixes the time in such a manner that the package 
would have been dropped before the murder shot was fired. 
Whether he is mistaken or not is something that remains further 
to be seen. 

This photograph contains the items found in the green 
bedspread. There was a little suitcase which contains all the 
items except the rifle. The newspapers and items are 
discolored because of the tests used for i_ingerprint_s whicn is 
an iodine type thing which causes discoloration. The newspaper 
is the newspaper of the morning of the homicide. Finger prunes 
were found on the rifle in the places that are marxed by 
laboratory markers. 

These are the fingerprints of James Earl Ray . A fingerpri 
was likewise found on binoculars and that is clearly marxed 
by a laboratory notation. There are items inside tne suitcase 
which will be shown in further photographs . 

This is the rifle which it is contended that the murder 
« shot x-zas fired from. It is a Remington rifle witn the scope 
attached. It is in a Brox<ming box. The people who sold that 






rifle to James Earl Ray a week or more prior to the homicide 
explained that the Remington rifle was put into the Browning 
box because after the scope was put on to it, it would not fit 
into the Remington box and this was a larger box that they had. 

The live shells that you see here were found in the box 
that was found with the rifle. The spent shell casing was 
actually found in the chamber of the rifle. From a ballistics 
analysis of fire and markings , it was determined positively 
that this shot was fired by this rifle. The murder bullet which 
is pictured beside it removed from Dr. King cannot be identified 
as having come from this casing or not. They are simply not 
able to say that. 

But this photograph was set up by the Tennessee 
authorities to illustrate that the type of shell was in fact 
identical with the other shells or with these snells that were 
found in the box along with the weapon and package. 

This is a photograph of the bullet that killed Dr . Martin 
Luther King. It was a hollow-nosed bullet designed to mushroom 
significantly upon impact. Of course, that as exactly what it 
did. It is merely this back section of it that retains its 
original form, the entire front having been mushroomed to cause 
the wound that we saw. 

This is another picture of it to give you some idea as to 
. its size. Here you see the binoculars with the fingerprint of 
James Earl Ray. These tee shirts that were found in the package 
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contain laundry marks which you can see here and here. The 
laundry marks were traced to a laundry in tne San Irancisco 
area. It was the laundry marks on these tee shirts and on 
these undershorts that, having led to the laundries, enabled 
the authorities to place James Earl Ray's whereabouts during 
the year preceding the homicide and accumulate an enormous 
amount of data on the various places where he went and people 
that you talked to. The follow-up and processing of that data 
in large part remains to be accomplished. 

This green bedspread is the bedspread xn which all the 
Items you have seen in the photographs were wrapped. This is 
a hair brush from which hairs were taken that match the hairs 
on James Earl Ray*s head. This radio, a portable radio, was 
the portable radio that belonged to James Earl Ray In the 
penitentiary in Missouri from which he escaped approximately 
a year prior to the assassination. There was scratched on 
the back of the radio the prison number of James Earl Ray 
which was required to be on all personal property in the 
Missouri Penitentiary. An effort had been made to scratch out 
that number, but that could be raised by sexsmxc processing. 

This photograph shows Ray's automobile exactly where it 
was found approximately a week after the homxcide. This is an 
apartment parking lot in Atlanta, Georgia. Witnesses saw this 
- car backed into this parking space at approximately 8 a.m. on 
the morning following the homicide. 
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fact this was the car that the 



It would appear that if in 

man got into in front of Bessie Brewer’s rooming house, that he 
would have driven without stops except perhaps for a brte to 
eat straight to this location in Atlanta, Georgia, sxnce the 

driving time is almost all of that period. 

This is another photograph of the automobile. Both 
photographs included the >67 and ’68 plates that were used on th' 
car, the ’67 plates transferred from the prior owner and the 

*68 plates from the subsequent application. 

The transfer of the car and the license plates were done 

in the name of Eric Starve Galt, an alias used by Ray for 
approximately six months prior to the homicide. That name, 
as well as the name on a passport we are about to see in a 
photograph a few frames from now, are the names of actual Irvin 
people in Toronto, Canada. There were four aliases used by 
Ray in this period almost from the time of his escape rroa 
Missouri to his apprehension in Heathrow airport in England. 

- All four of the people lived very close to one another in 
Canada. They claimed to have never known each other or James 
Earl Ray prior to the assassination. He was able to get 
birth certificates of these people and was able to apply for 
passports in the name of at least one, if not two of them. 

This photograph was taken upon the occasion of James Earl 
Ray's graduation from bartending school. The owner of the 
school, Mr. Lau, required that every one of his graduating 
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students pose for such a photograph. Ray refused and Lau 
wouldn't give him his diploma. He finally agreed and he closed 
his eyes , but the FBI drew in the eyes from that photograph for 
the wanted poster. The mug shots were taken at the time of 
Ray's arrest and the picture on the right taken from the photo- 
graph you just saw at the bartending school graduation. 

The property in this slide was property taken from James 
Earl Ray's person at the time of his arrest. These are actually 
two different passports, one a Canadian passport in the name of 
Raymond George Sneyd, Sneyd being one of the actual Toronto 
citizens I mentioned earlier. 

The first passport had a typographical error, spelled 
S^-N-Ehlr-A rather than S-N-Et-Y-D, Ray was in Lisbon, Portugal 
and took the passport to a Canadian consulate where it was 
cancelled and replaced by a new one and he had both at the time 
of his arrest. 

This pistol which he had on him at the time of his arrest 
was sold to him under the name of Eric Starvo Galt within a 
month or two of the time of his escape from the Missouri 
Penitentiary. ’On the handle is wrapped electric tape. That 
has been described to me previously as a common practice by 
persons who habitually carry a gun but should not be, so that 
when they go someplace where they are afraid they might be 
frisked they can go to a men's room and use that tape to strap 
it to the back of a thigh or whatever and then they can simply 
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put the tape back on the gun and have it there to use another 
day . 

That concludes the slides that I brought back from Memphis. 

Chairman Downing , Thank you. 

Was there any reason given about Dr. King's selection of 
the Lorraine Motel? What were the circumstances ox tne selectiojn 
of that particular motel? 

Mr. Ozer, I was given some explanation by one of the 
law enforcement personnel that I spoke to in Memphis . I have 
in no way corroborated or checked out what X was uold. But X 
can relate to you what X was told if you care uo hear it. 

Mr. Sprague. Mr. Chairman, may X interject? 

As I said, we are just commencing tnis investigation and 
that is one of the areas of inquiry that is rn the report we 

have submitted. 

Chairman Downing. X will withdraw the question. 

Mr, Gonzalez? 

Mr. Gonzalez. Have you had an opportunity to obtain tne 
transcripts of the hearings of the request by Ray for a new 
trial? 

Mr. Ozer. We have obtained most or them, Mr. Gonzalez. 

The largest one is some 14 volumes of transcript at the 
Federal habeas corpus proceedings in 1974 by James Earl Ray. 

That is the only hearing that he ever had on that motion. 

There are some other transcripts of other proceedings that 



% 



Ml 



f 



m 

b-’f 

til 

I 




he brought to change his conditions of custody or to complain 
about being in solitary too long. We are in the process of 
getting those transcripts as well, but have not obtained all 
of them as yet, 

Mr. Gonzalez. Have you had any problems in getting them? 
Mr. Ozer. No problems , Mr. Gonzalez. a.s nr. Sprague X 
believed mentioned to you previously, a number of the 
custodians of documents have advised us that they would require 
subpoenas from the committee before they give us documents or 
make copies for us, but that has been done in very amicable 
terms and they have explained simply a desire to protect 
themselves since they have a responsibility to project t_hose 
documents unless obtained through subpoena from a lawful 
constituted body. 

So we do need subpoenas to get the documents, but we o^e 
getting full cooperation from the authorities that have the 

documents . 

Mr. Gonzalez. Do you have any reason to believe that any 
documents that would have been available to this committee 
some time before the organization of this committee are not now 

available or may have been sequestered? 

Mr. Ozer. Yes, sir, I believe there are some documents 

that have been destroyed, 

Mr. Gonzalez, By whom? 
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Mr. Sprague, Mr, Chairman, this is one of the reasons that, 
of course, I wanted us to be in executive session, not that I 
do not think the committee should not have this information, 
but again, I must state that my view as a prosecutor 
investigator is to try to find out what the evidence is. I do 
not think we are in the position to publicly state that, 

Mr. Gonzalez, I will withhold my line of questioning 
until such time as we are in executive session. I don t want 
to get into an endless discussion of whether we should or should 
not go into executive session. There is no reason I can t 
withdraw my questions , 

The reason I am asking it is that it would indicate whether 
this committee should act expeditiously in issuing of subpoenas 
because if there is any evidence of anybody crying to remove 
or hide any evidence, we ought to know about it and we ought to 

act with dispatch. 

One final question: Apparently Ray has made statements, 

I believe they have been reported, in open court, before the 
proper court of jurisdiction and a judge, that the statements 
made by the officials, both Federal and State, to the erfect 

there was no conspiracy were not so. 

Hr. Ozer, That is correct. 

Mr. Gonzalez. Is there a record of that statement? 

Mr. Ozer, Yes, Mr. Gonzalez. That was done at the time 
that Ray's guilty plea was entered. 
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Hr. Gonzalez.. Thank you very much. Whatever other 
questions I have I think will border on the first, one and 
therefore I will withhold them until such time as they can be 
asked freely, without any prejudice to the investigation. 

Chairman Downing. Mr. Devine? 

Mr, Devine. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. My questions will be 

limited until we get into executive session. 

I wonder if you know, was it publicized prior to -- Dr. Kink s 

motel -t* was it publicized generally? 

Mr. Ozer. Yes, sir, it was. In fact, the newspapers 

that you saw in the photograph found with the rifle contained 
that information. 

Mr. Devine. Thank you. That is all. 

Chairman Downing. Mr. Preyer? 

Mr. Preyer. I was not clear about your testimony about 
the outer windowsill being higher than inside. Does the height 
of the windowsill raise any real question as to whether a shot 

could have been fired from that window? 

Mr. Ozer. It does in the following respect, Mr. Preyer. 

If the outer windowsill constitutes some sort of a ledge or 
raised object, a rifle resting on the inner windowsill would be 
forced into an upward position because it would have to clear 
the outer windowsill. Of course, a rifle in an upward positron 
.would not be able to fire downward at Dr. King. That, of 
course, does not say that a rifle could not be rested on the 



inner windowsill before it was fired. It merely says that if 
in fact the configuration is that which I have observed might 
exist I don't know, I have not been inside that bathroom and 
the building is boarded up now - but if that situation does 
exist, then it would be impossible for the rifle to have been 
rested on the inner windowsill at the time the fatal shot was 



fired. 



Mr. Preyer, Couldn’t it have been rested on the outer 
windowsill? 

Mr. Ozer. Yes, it could have, but the indentation which 

has been made a subject of the microscopic analysis is an 

indentation from the inner windowsill. 

Mr. Preyer. We are not able to replace the windowsill and 

ascertain this? 

Mr. Ozer. Yes, sir, we are not only able to replace it, 

but the actual windowsill removed is still available. I am 

* i_ -if. o pxactly that hind of a tesh tnat 
quite sure at some point it is exact y 

would be contemplated. 

Mr. Preyer, The only other question arising from the 
photographs, your discussion ended when he got to Atlanta. 

He drove straight there. I assume there would be further 

discussion about what happened at that point? 

Mr. ozer. Yes, sir, there is considerable data accumulate, 

on the following travels of James Earl Ray between Atlanta, 
Georgia and Heathrow Airport. 
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Mr. Preyer. Thank you. 

Chairman Downing. Mr. McKinney? 

Mr. McKinney , Most of my questions will have to be asked 

in executive session. j 

One thing that interests me: Who was Dr. King called out 

onto the balcony to talk to? 

Mr. Ozer. Dr. King was in the process oj. leaving -^or 

dinner at the home of Reverend Kyles. Dr. King's driver was 
parked immediately under the balcony where he was standing. 
Reverend Kyles’ testimony was to the efrect that Dr. King had I 
come out on the balcony, had some conversation with other people^ 
down on the street and had gone back into the room to put his 
suit jacket on and had come back out on the baicony and called I 
to the driver to start the car. It was at that point where he 
was talking to the driver that the shot was fired. 

Mr. McKinney. The people he talked to, were they his I 

people? 

Mr. Ozer. I don’t really know. The driver, of course, j 
was his person. 

Mr. McKinney . I guess I will have to wait to pursue thrs. 
Mr. Sprague. If I may interrupt again, Mr. Chairman and 
Mr. McKinney, in the hook that you have in front of you, you 
will see that those questions are in fact laid out. That is an 

area of the investigation. 

Mr. McKinney. I just find it difficult uo P u - sae tha ^ 
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man stood in the bathtub and there were tenants up and down 
the hall. Were there tenants in the other rooms? 

Mr. Ozer. The bathroom door was locked. One other tenant 
said he tried to enter the bathroom and the door was locked. 
Charlie Quitman Stephens said previously that another tenant 
came to him and asked who was in the bathroom this long and 
Stephens said he heard the shot fired from ms room that 
connects with that, 

Mr, McKinney. Dr. King was in the city at that time 
supporting a civil strike against the city, right, supporting 
the sanitation workers? 

Mr. Ozer. I am really not in a position to characterize 
what his position was in connection with the strike. I believe 
it was in connection with that strike that he came to visit 

the city. 

Chairman Downing. Mr. Stokes? 

Mr. Stokes, You mentioned several reasons ror putting 
electric tape around a gun handle. Isn’t one of the purposes 

also to prevent the taking of fingerprints? 

Mr. Ozer. I don’t believe that would be so as to plastic 

tape. That would be so as to the fabric type friction tape. 

The plastic electric tape retains a fingerprint better than the 

grip itself. 

Mr. Stokes. With reference to money, when Ray was 
arrested in Heathrow, did he have any money on him? 
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Hr. Ozer, Yes, It was not a remarkable sum, Dut he did 
have some money that would not exceed $100 or so that was xn 

due course turned over to his attorneys . 

Mr, Stokes, In tracing his travels from Memphis to Atlant 
and eventually to Heathrow, would they have ascertaxned any 
type of employment records? 

Mr. Ozer. No, sir. 

Mr, Stokes, This would have been over what perxod or time? 

Mr. Ozer. Approximately two months, Mr. Stokes. Tne 
route has been established even leaving out some gaps which 
would be Atlanta to Toronto to England to Portugal, back to 
England and he was arrested in England en route to Brussels. 

He was ticketed for Brussels. 

Mr, Stokes, In terms of employment, when was he last 

employed? 

Mr. Ozer, I think there was a dish washing job fo^ a 
very brief period of about a month or two, not more than that. 

I think it was about eight months prior to the assassination. 

Mr. Stokes, Are there any statements available to your 
knowledge with reference to where he received the funds by 
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which he was able to do all this traveling? 

Mr. Ozer. Only some of the magazine articles that were 

published contemporaneously with the arrest and guilty plea 
which purported to contain James Earl Ray's story.- 

Mr, Sprague, Mr. Chairman and Mr. Stokes, if I may 
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interject in this area, we have not yet been xn a position to 
review all of the investigation that was done by the various 
agencies up until now so I would not want that answer being 
thought of as being in fact determinative of what has been 

uncov ered. We do not know as yet. 

Mr. Stokes. In another area, let me ask you this: Has it 

been determined whether or not the police car which you made 
reference to behind the hedges, whether or not it was occupied 

at the time Dr. King was shot? 

Mr. Ozer. The information I related to you was given uo 
me narratively by the Memphis authorities. They told me that 
the police car was empty but that one would not be able to see 
from the spots as described in the photographs whether or not 

the police car was empty or occupied. 

Mr, Stokes. How far was this spot from the spot where the 

package was dropped? 

Mr. Ozer. I would estimate it very roughly, Mr. Stokes, 
at 50 feet. 

Mr, Stokes, Thank you. I have nothing further at this 

time. 

Chairman Downing. Mr, Thone? 

Mr, Thone. Mr, Gonzalez touched on the guilty plea of 
Mr. Ray in the criminal court in Tennessee. Our booklet here 
digests some of the interrogation at that time. Do you have 
in your possession the entire transcript? 
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Mr. Ozer.. Yes, sir, Mr, Thone. 

Mr. Thone. That would be available to us? 

Mr. Ozer. Yes, sir. 

Chairman Downing, Mr. Fauntroy? 

Mr. Fauntroy. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

No questions at this time. 

Chairman Downing. Mr. Anderson? 

Mr. Anderson. What was the extent of the testimony offeree 
by the lone eye witness? Was that limited to merely having 
; seen him on the premises of the rooming house? 

Mr. Ozer. He never testified. He had given several 
statements which the Memphis Police Department and the Bureau 
of Investigation have in their files. The statements which we a 
still in the process of obtaining we have not obtained the 
statement but what I have learned of them is to the effect that 
it is limited to what he claims to have heard with the 
exchange of the other roommate that I just related concerning 
the bathroom door being locked and hearing the shot and looking 
out of his room and seeing the man he identified as James Earl 
Ray, seeing the profile of that man going up the hall and 
around to the door leading down to the maxn street. 
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Mr. Anderson. Thank you. That is all I have at this 
Chairman Downing. Mrs, Burke? 

Mrs. Burke. I just have one question: From the fxlm, 
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James Earl Ray attended bartender school. Was that after the 
time he escaped from prison? How long was that in between? 

Mr. Ozer, The period of time is his Los Angeles time. 

I believe that is approximately four to frve months prior m 
the homicide and was subsequent to the escape from the Missourx 
Penitentiary which was about a year prior to the homicide. 

Mrs, Burke. Even though there was no trial I assume there 
has been some detailed investigation on the circumstances 
surrounding his escape from prison and all the events xn 
between the time he left prison until the time that thxs 

occurred. 

Is this contained in records of the Tennessee Police or 

is this contained in records of the FBI? Who did most of that 

investigative work up to this time? 

Mr. Ozer. The information is contained in the records of 

both agencies. When I refer to the Memphis Police, I am 
really referring to the Memphis prosecutor’s office which has 
all the reports from the Memphis Police Department. 

From my review of the file it would appear that the initial 
investigation covering all these areas in the United States and 
Europe was done by the Federal Bureau of Investigation. The 
Memphis prosecutor's office subsequently utilizing that 
information sent their own personnel to every location and 
themselves interviewed every witness that had oeen 
by the FBI reports on the case. 
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Mrs. Burke. Thank you very much. 

Chairman Downing. Mr. Dodd? 

Mr. Dodd. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I kave just a couple 

of questions. | • 

You mentioned in the narrative of the fxlm mat tne rectr 

doors of the fire station were particularly important and then 
you never told us why. 

Mr, Ozer. I am sorry. I did omit that. When the shot was 
fired, the police and firemen in the firehouse came out through I 
those’ rear doors in the area where, of course, they knew Dr. Kink 
was located and where they believe they heard the sound. Those 
rear doors let out to that wall that you saw in the photographs. 
All the police and firemen jumped off the wall ..mich was a I 

fairly decent sized jump, except one police orzxcer named 
Mr. Ghormley he had an injured leg and could not make the 
jump. He went to the front and came around and when he came I 

there he found the package in front of Canipe's as he was headin 

in that direction. 

So Mr. Ghormley is established as the first official 

■ Witness to see the package and he recognized right away a rifle 

' I protruding and stayed with the package and did not let anyone 

touch it until it was processed by the police. He becomes an 

! important witness in terms of efforts to try to time the 

finding of the package and establish the cnam of custody 
4 

the items in the package . 
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Mr. Dodd. How many police and firemen came out, do you 



have any idea? 



Mr. Ozer. I would say roughly 10. That xs very roughly. 
I don’t know precisely. 

Mr. Dodd, And they came out at the time they heard the 



shots? 



Mr. Ozer. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Dodd. Did any one of those 10 firemen or polxcemen 
testify that they saw anyone at all in that mall area tnat you 

described? 

Mr. Ozer. My understanding is that they did not see anyone 
other than the people who were now in a state of confusxon and 
ve ry exercised over what had been the murder. 

Mr. Dodd. At the motel? 

Mr. Ozer. Yes, 

Mr, Dodd. But no one in that lawn or mall area? 

Mr. Ozer. That is correct. They saw nothxng that 
related to a suspect or a gunman or anything of that sort. 

Mr. Sprague. Mr, Chairman and Mr. Dodd, may I agaxn 
reiterate that what you are being told is iron just the most 
threshold kind of summary. There is no pretense made that we 
have analyzed and examined all the documents and we do not have 

them yet. 

Mr. Dodd. Thank you, Mr. Sprague. I appreciate that. 

Do you have any idea how high the hedge was which only 
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showed the dome on the police car? 

Mr. Ozer. Only that it was described that it was 

impossible to see whether it was occupied, but you could see 
the dome light. 

Mr. Dodd. Are there no photographs of that car? 
i’l r 0z3iT- X Ii 3 .v 0 riot so on ciXvy . 

Mr. Dodd. I might suggest that is sometnxng we might 

want to look at . 

Mr. Ozer. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Dodd. How do we know that that was the car, the white 

Mustang that was in the front? I may have missed that. 

Mr. Ozer. The witnesses simply described it as a white 
Mustang they saw the man get into and drive away. It was 
actually early the next morning that the FBI started a sweep 
of the motels in the area and came up with a registration 
card at the Rebel Motel for the night before the homicide of 
an Eric Starvo Galt with a white Mustang. Tnat led very 
quickly ^ 

Mr, Dodd. That would show ownership but no one saw him 
get out of the car to get into the Bessie Brewer rooming house, 

no one saw him get into the car and leave. 

Mr. Ozer. A man was seen getting into the car. He was 
not identified as James Earl Ray. No one at the rooming house 

identified him as James Earl Ray except Mr. Stephens. 

Mr. Dodd. All we know is that he had a white Mustang and 
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was registered in a motel in Memphis? 

Mr. Ozer, That is correct. 

Chairman Downing. You mentioned that no one really knew 
the position of Dr. King's body at the time of the 
assassination. I don't want to get into this area that maybe 
should be in executive session, but you were describing pretty 
much what he was doing at the time the assassination occurred 
in terms of the physical position of his body. 

Mr. Sprague. Just to respond for Mr. Ozer, Mr. Cnairman 
and Mr. Dodd, Mr. Ozer did not mean that the people did not 
know the location, the spot in which Lr . King was standing, but 
it is difficult to find out, for example, at the exact moment 
of the shot where Dr. King's head was turned up, looking ahead 
or looking down because the timing is such that it would be 
; difficult for people to be able to pinpoint it. That is what 
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he meant, 

Mr, Dodd. fine. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Chairman Downing. Mr. Ford? 

Mr. Ford. Did you hear or did you locate any tapes while 
you were in Memphis with regard to the police department 
dispatcher on the night of the assassination of Dr. King m 
dispatching patrol cars, chasing the alleged assassin of 

Dr. King or anything like that? 

Mr. Ozer. Yes, sir, Mr. Ford, 
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Mr. Ford. Do you think the tapes of the police department 
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could have been part of the files that have been destroyed or 
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misplaced at this time? 
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Mr. Ozer. No, sir. Those tapes are still available. 
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Mr, Ford. Thank you. That is the only questions I have. 
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Chairman Downing, Members of the committee, I would like 
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very much to hear a motion to go into executive session. I have 
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a question I would like to ask based on the preliminary 
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investigation which I don’'t feel I can ask in public session. 
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Mr. McKinney, I so move. 
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Chairman Downing, Mr. McKinney has moved we go into 
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executive session. Do I hear a second? 
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Mr. Devine, I will second. 
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Chairman Downing. Is there any discussion? 
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All in favor of going into executive session signify by 
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saying aye, 
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Opposed, no. 


| . 
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The ayes have it. 
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I will have to ask you good people to leave the room. 
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(Whereupon, at 11:59 a.m. , the committee proceeded into 
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executive session,) 
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